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2008 budget highlights 

Taxpayer dollars are precious �
because it�s your money.
When we prepare our family budget every year, we have to set 

priorities for spending that don�t exceed our family�s income. The 
way I see it, writing the county�s �family� budget is no different.

When we started the process of writing the 2008 county budget 
last summer my � rst goal included improving public safety for our 
neighborhoods, building traf� c congestion relief, and enhancing 
recreational facilities for all Pierce County families. Meeting the 
second goal � living within our means � involves creating a more 
ef� cient and cost-effective county government. 

After months of work, meeting with individuals and groups to 
get their input, and a lot of long hours from our staff, I believe we 
have met those goals.

This year�s county budget invests money for more deputies, 
stronger courts, massive road projects, new parks and recreational 
facilities, plus improved programs for seniors and kids. And, we 
made it all happen with available funds � no increase in taxes.

     
    Your County Councilmember

PS: I have serious concerns that given present economic 
trends, spending reductions may have to be made later this year. If 
that happens, I�m prepared to vote for cost reductions to ensure that 
our budget stays in balance without increasing taxes.

See inside for details about how we’re investing your 
money for safer neighborhoods, better roads, and 

improved family recreation opportunities.

News from your Pierce County Councilmember 

Roger Bush – District 3
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 The mission of the Pierce County Sheriff�s 
Department is to �protect life and property, to 
uphold rights and help build stronger, more liv-
able communities.�
 To help make that happen, the 2008 
county budget we approved for public safety is 
nearly 77 percent of our general fund expendi-
tures. That dramatically emphasizes the impor-
tance we place on keeping families safe in all 
neighborhoods.

Our most important job: Ensuring safe neighborhoods.

EMS and �re�ghting crews being briefed during an intensive training exercise in Frederickson.

Another top budget priority: 
Reducing traf�c congestion.

Speci�cally, the new spending plan: 
� Adds eight new sheriff�s deputies � two 
for South Hill patrol, three for Pierce Transit 
contract services and one each for neighbor-
hood patrol, background investigations and 
Bethel School District.
� Funds six new corrections of�cers to staff 
an 84-bed jail that opened this year.
� Authorizes a new judge, judicial assistant 
and court reporter for Superior Court.

� Establishes a satellite district court pilot 
project to improve citizen-access to court facili-
ties.
� Funds three juvenile evening reporting cen-
ters and adds 10 new probation and drug and 
alcohol counselors.
� Creates a new drug treatment program de-
signed to decrease the county�s jail population 
and break the cycle of drug addiction.
� Allocates funds for a review and recommen-
dations to increase public safety and to reduce 
risks of attacks by vicious dogs, including in-
creasing  the responsibility of pet owners.
� Requests the Sheriff and Facilities Man-
agement departments to coordinate with the 
Town of Eatonville to consider constructing 
a public safety building that would be shared 
between the two jurisdictions.
 To accommodate these necessary budget 
expenditures, while holding the line on tax 
increases, required reductions in some other 
non-essential services. Given the importance 
of public safety for all of us, this was not a dif-
�cult decision.
 

 As I�ve reported to you in my newsletters over 
the last several years, major construction projects 
are underway in our district to help us get to work, 
go shopping, take the kids to school, or the many 
other reasons why we use our streets and roads.
 To keep those projects moving forward, the 
Public Works Construction Fund budget for 2008 
is $51,662,000, a substantial increase over 2007. 
Here�s part of what those dollars will buy to make 
our everyday driving easier:
� Expansion of 176th Street between Meridian 
and Paci�c is making good progress. The eastern 
third of the project is well underway and should 
be �nished by 2011. When complete, this street 
will have �ve lanes, including a center turn lane. 
Eventually, the 176th Street extension will con-
nect with the Cross-base Highway, relieving traf�c 
congestion and improving access to the Frederick-
son industrial area.

� Widening 94th Avenue from two lanes to �ve 
is another key project that will enhance safety 
and improve traf�c �ow. Right-of-way purchase 
is nearly complete and the �rst construction 
contracts should be awarded this year.
� Realignment of Old Military Road between 
133rd and 136th will line up with 122nd Avenue 
East. Construction is underway on this project 
that will eliminate a hazardous �dog-leg.�
� Extending Canyon Road from SR 512 to 224th 
Street is basically complete to 200th Street and 
about to be opened to provide genuine traf�c 
gridlock relief in several neighborhoods. Inter-
sections are being �tted with signals and turn 
lanes have been added and, for the �rst time, 
bicycle lane pilot projects are being planned for 
our area. Right-of-way between 200th and 224th 
has been purchased and engineering work has 
begun.

Councilmember Bush inspecting a congestion-relief 
project in District 3.
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Our most important job: Ensuring safe neighborhoods.

Responsibility for mental health 
program returned to state.

Despite an all-out effort to secure suf�cient additional dollars 
from the state Department of Social and Health Services to meet 
contract responsibilities for public mental health needs of county 
citizens, our efforts were rejected. 

Without proper funding for the Residential Service Network, 
the county did not want to continue placing these clients at risk 
due to insuf�cient resources and greater mandates imposed by the 
state. That�s why we voted to return the responsibility for meeting 
the mental health needs to state government. Local tax dollars 
previously used to fund the RSN will now be available for other 
needed services.

Street lighting, crosswalk
marking will aid driver
and pedestrian safety

In 2005 when I saw kids walking to school in the dark and mo-
torists struggling to see them, I said we had to �nd a way to make 
it better. Working with my council colleagues to change a code that 
actually prohibited installing streetlights at locations other than signal 
intersections, more than 700 new streetlights have been installed since 
2005 at or near 20 schools in our district.

The focus of the 2008 budget will add street illumination near 
other public gathering places like community centers, meeting sites, 
retail centers, busy bus stops, and high crime neighborhoods.

With the goal of signi�cantly improving pedestrian safety, this 
year�s budget also mandates a crosswalk marking program at all school 
crossings, at new signalized intersections, plus retro-�tting existing sig-
nalized intersections over the next �ve years.

Serving those who served us.
Supplementing federal and state programs, Pierce County�s 2008 

budget provides an 11 percent increase to assist quali�ed veterans and 
their spouses and minor children. Assistance is granted in the form of 
vouchers for food, rent, medical, utility and miscellaneous expenses. 
There are more than 100,000 veterans who make their home in our 
county and I believe in serving those who have so sel�essly served us 
over the years.

Senior center funding increased.
We increased the money designed to help cover senior center ba-

sic needs in this year�s budget to acknowledge the growing number 
of seniors in Pierce County. Speci�cally, in our district, Spana Park, 
Eatonville and South Hill senior centers won additional funding to 
help meet 2008 costs.

Programs for children enhanced.
Funding for violence prevention and intervention programs for 

children, youth and their families in unincorporated Pierce County are 
also well funded in the 2008 budget. Money for these programs, gener-
ated from 25 percent of the Criminal Justice Sales Tax, is allocated to 
school districts, Boys and Girls Clubs, and Family Support Centers. 
There�s also money to develop two community centers.

Expanded sign removal approved.
Last year�s pilot program to get rid of unsafe, unsightly and illegal 

signs posted within the right-of-way and on utility poles is expanded 
into a full county-wide program in the 2008 budget. This is a project 
that I strongly support to demonstrate that we care about the appear-
ance of our neighborhoods and communities.

� Establishes a satellite district court pilot 
project to improve citizen-access to court facili-
ties.
� Funds three juvenile evening reporting cen-
ters and adds 10 new probation and drug and 
alcohol counselors.
� Creates a new drug treatment program de-
signed to decrease the county�s jail population 
and break the cycle of drug addiction.
� Allocates funds for a review and recommen-
dations to increase public safety and to reduce 
risks of attacks by vicious dogs, including in-
creasing  the responsibility of pet owners.
� Requests the Sheriff and Facilities Man-
agement departments to coordinate with the 
Town of Eatonville to consider constructing 
a public safety building that would be shared 
between the two jurisdictions.
 To accommodate these necessary budget 
expenditures, while holding the line on tax 
increases, required reductions in some other 
non-essential services. Given the importance 
of public safety for all of us, this was not a dif-
�cult decision.
 




